
 

 

THE INFORMATION SAFETY AND CAPACITY (ISC) PROJECT 

REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS (RFA) #19-2 
 

 

The ISC Project is soliciting applications from information technology developers. This Request for Applications 
outlines the information required by the applicant for the development and submission of a proposal for 
consideration.  The potential applicant is expected to review, understand, and conform with specifications 
contained in this RFA. Failure to do so will be at the applicant’s own risk.   

All reasonable, allocable, and allowable expenses, both direct and indirect, which are related to the grant 
program and are in accordance with applicable cost standards (2 CFR 200 Subpart E Cost Principles or the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 31 for-profit organizations), may be charged under the grant.  
Construction is not eligible for reimbursement under this award.  

For US and non-US organizations, the Standard Provisions for Fixed Amounts Award for Nongovernmental 
organizations will apply: http://www.usaid.gov/policy/ads/300/303mab.pdf  

 

Grant Program Name Small Technology Grants 

Grant Value $2,000 USD to $24,000 USD, based on the availability of funding and quality of 

applications. The grant pool for this round of grants is $100,000 USD total. The ISC 

Project reserves the right to fund multiple grants or none at all. 

Duration of Grant Up to 12 months 

Grant Description Small Technology Grants support one of the ISC Project’s four program objectives, 

specifically: foster the development of improved technology-based solutions to 

information security threats. The grants are aimed at helping improve existing tools 

and/or services that will benefit the ISC Project’s in-country beneficiaries around the 

world – civil society organizations (CSOs), human rights groups, and independent 

media. The grants will not focus on the development of new technologies. Instead, 

they will address the following four themes, and requested grant applications should 

match at least one of them: 

 
1. Technical testing of existing tools 

2. Linguistic translation of existing software interface, documentation, or training materials 

3. Creation of product documentation or training materials 

4. Customization or improvement of existing tools 

 

Grants will be evaluated by an independent selection committee. The ISC Project 

may participate in the grantee selection process. 

Required Documents For an application to be considered, the applicant must submit a complete application 

form and all other required documents listed in the application template. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. 

Important Dates & 

Deadlines 

Deadline to submit questions: May 15, 2019 
Answers will be posted on the ISC Project website by: May 20, 2019 
Application submission deadline: June 09, 2019 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usaid.gov%2Fpolicy%2Fads%2F300%2F303mab.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Ckmevans%40counterpart.org%7Ca55fc156ff3c4cf3f9a408d6d255fd17%7C17a4af2e90f74644855f497feb09b996%7C0%7C0%7C636927665411192065&sdata=B1cKgZn%2BjorT4d4zf%2BK2fl3%2F%2FvWzRnEprcF5Q2XnQ7Y%3D&reserved=0


 

About the ISC Project The ISC Project provides advanced, sustained information security and capacity 

building assistance to civil society organizations, human rights activists, and 

independent media in countries where free expression, journalistic reporting, online 

communications, and advocacy are critical to societal liberalization and development 

but potentially risky to personal safety. Through mentoring and support services, the 

ISC Project assists stakeholders in securing their online and mobile communications 

so that these platforms can be safely employed in support of civil society 

development and the protection of human rights. 

 

Application Eligibility Requirements: 
 

Applications must comply with the requirements listed below. If the application satisfies these basic criteria, it will be 

submitted for review and evaluation by the independent Selection Committee. 

 
1. Applications are requested from individual technology developers or those representing a company, 

business, association, non-profit organization, non-governmental organization, union, media 

organization, professional association, or partnership of such entities. 

 

2. The applicant / application must be officially registered and working in compliance with all applicable 

civil and fiscal regulations, including, but not limited to pertinent local laws and status.  In lieu of official 

registration, a grantee may show proof of effort to secure registration, exemption from registration, or 

show cause why such registration is either not optional or practicable  

 
3. The ISC Project does not employ, conduct business with, or provide funds or resources to aid or 

support any individuals, countries, or entities on the public watch lists maintained by the U.S. 

Government, the United Nations, the European Union, Interpol, or other similar body. Applicants must 

ensure that the names associated with the applicant entity (individuals, organization, and its principals, 

as applicable) are not listed as excluded parties on these public lists, including OFAC’s Specially 

Designated Nationals (SDN) List (https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/) and exclusion records from 

EPLS (www.sam.gov). A legal ID such as a valid passport or another similar document, as well as a 

proof of registration in the country of operations, if applicable, may be requested from selected applicants. 

 
4. The proposal must comply with the guidelines and directions described in this RFA and the application. 

Proposals that do not comply with the guidelines described in this RFA will not be considered. 

 

5. The complete application contains electronic versions of all necessary documents (the application form, 

detailed budget/budget notes, and resumes/CVs of key staff). 

 
 

Restrictions: 
 
Grant funds provided under the terms of this RFA shall not be used to finance any of the following commodities 
as per ADS 312 Eligibility of Commodities:   

 Ineligible Commodities: Military equipment, surveillance equipment, commodities or equipment for the 
support of police or other law enforcement activities, abortion equipment and services, luxury goods, 
gambling equipment, weather modification equipment.    

 Restricted commodities include: Agricultural commodities, motor vehicles, pharmaceuticals, 
contraceptives and condoms, pesticides, used equipment, fertilizer.  

 Others: Purchases of goods or services restricted or prohibited under the prevailing USAID source and 
nationality and other regulations found under ADS 310 or from countries and suppliers as may be 
identified by USAID’s consolidated list of debarred, suspended or ineligible subcontractors at 
http://www.epls.gov/.  

 Any purchases or activities deemed unnecessary to successfully complete the activity, including any 
grantee headquarters expenses that are not directly linked to the implementation of the proposed 
project.  

 Previous obligations and/or bad debts.  
 

http://www.epls.gov/


 

 
 

 Fines and /or penalties.  

 Other costs unallowable under USAID and/or federal regulations such as referenced 2 CFR 200 Subpart 
E Cost Principles and FAR 31.2 Cost Principles for Commercial Organizations.  

 

 
The selection committee will evaluate all proposals based on the following criteria: 

 

 
Evaluation Criteria  

Project proposal is relevant to the ISC Project and its stakeholders as described in the “Grant 

Description” and “About the ISC Project” sections of this RFA. 

25 

Project proposal places information security at the core of the project. 15 

Project timeline is efficient and realistic. 15 

The applicant has a reputation for quality results. 15 

Project budget is justifiable and commensurate with the expected benefit of the proposed project. 15 

Project proposal reflects a clear vision of project impact and plans for sustainability. 10 

Project deliverables integrate well with other existing technologies. 5 

TOTAL 100 

 
 
Throughout the evaluation process, ISC Project shall take steps to ensure that members of the committee do not 
have any conflicts of interest or the appearance of such with regard to the organizations whose applicants are 
under review.  An individual shall be considered to have the appearance of a conflict of interest “if that person, or 
that person’s spouse, partner, child, close friend or relative works for or is negotiating to work for or has a 
financial interest (including being an unpaid member of a Board of Directors) in any organization that submitted 
an application currently under the panel’s review.”  Members of the committee shall neither solicit nor accept 
gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value from parties to the awards. 
 

Application Instructions: 

 

 To download the application and budget templates, please utilize the following: 

 Application in Microsoft Word: Annex I 

 Budget in Microsoft Excel: Annex II  

 

 

 Completed applications must be in English. The narrative part should be single spaced and limited to ten 
(10) pages in total (budget and budget notes not inclusive). Please use font type “Calibri,” font size 11, 
page margins of 1” per side. 

 

 Methods of submission: Email the completed application (including attachments) with the subject line 
“ISC Project RFA #19-2 Grant Application” to grants@iscproject.org. Applications and all communications 
regarding grants should be submitted by email to grants@iscproject.org. Public key for encrypted 
communication can be found here (www.iscproject.org/grants-pgp). 

 

 This opportunity is posted on www.iscproject.org/technology-grants and may be amended. Potential 
applicants should regularly check the website to ensure they have the latest information pertaining to this 
opportunity. The ISC Project will respond to all questions by issuing an amendment to the RFA. The 
amendment will be posted on www.iscproject.org. Responses to questions will be posted no later than 
May 20, 2019. 

 

 

http://www.iscproject.org/RFA16-3application
mailto:grants@iscproject.org
mailto:grants@iscproject.org
http://www.iscproject.org/grants-pgp
http://www.iscproject.org/grants-pgp
http://www.iscproject.org/technology-grants
http://www.iscproject.org/


 

 

 Applicants are strongly advised to prepare their application with attention to the selection criteria noted above. 
 

 Applicants may form partnerships, in which case only one entity may be the lead applicant. 
 

 Applicants are solely responsible for all expenses associated with responding to this opportunity. 

 
Additional Information: 

 

Grant payments will be made via installments upon completion of milestones. The final disbursement will be 

made upon the completion of the final milestone and the ISC Project’s acceptance of the final grant report. 

 

This RFA solicitation does not constitute a binding offer to applicants on the part of the ISC Project to make 

an award. The ISC Project reserves the right to cancel this solicitation at any time and may award more 

grants than anticipated or no awards at its discretion. 

 

Only selected applicants will be contacted. Unsuccessful applicants will NOT be notified. The ISC Project 

reserves the right to discuss technical, cost, or other pre-award issues with any successful applicants as part 

of its pre-award process. 

 

The recommendation or selection of an application in accordance with established procedures does not 

guarantee an award.  All applicants must demonstrate that they possess, or have the ability to obtain, the 

necessary management competence to practice mutually agreed upon methods of accountability for funds 

and other assets provided.    

 

A successful applicant can expect to receive an Award Letter, signed by the program.  The award letter will 

be addressed to the organizations point of contact as stated in the application.  Following the Award Letter, 

final negotiations will take place before the signing of a grant agreement. 

 

 Annex I  

 
 

Technology Partner Grant Application (RFA #19-2) 

Applicant Information 

Name of Applicant  

Name of 
Applicant’s 
Authorized 

Representative 

 

Applicant’s Address  

Date of Application  

Grant Amount 

Requested 

 

Grant Duration 

(months) 

 

Contact Information 

Contact Person  

Position/title  

Address  

E-mail Address  

Phone Number  

Applicant Description 



 

Describe the applicant, its mission, history, and stakeholders (up to 300 words). 

directly for the benefit of community members and not just organizations 

Describe the applicant’s previous experience with similar projects (if applicable) (up 

to 300 words). 

 

Is the applicant a registered entity in the country of operations? (Yes/No) 

 

 

Project Description 

Project Title  

Project 
Implementation 

Location 

 

Intended Beneficiaries  

Describe the technical problem or issue being addressed by the proposed project. 

(up to 300 words) 

 

Describe how you plan to address the above problem/issue with this grant funding. 

(up to 300 words) 



 

 

Describe how the resolution of this problem/issue is relevant to the ISC Project’s 
stakeholders as described in the “Grant Description” and “About the ISC Project” 

sections of the RFA. (up to 1 page) 

. 

Describe implementation methodology and provide step-by-step description of the 

tasks and specific time line for your proposed project. (up to 2 pages) 

Does your proposed project integrate well with other existing technologies? If so, 

please describe how. If not, please explain. (up to 300 words) 

Yes it does. It is a guide that will help people understand certain technologies that 
they use, how it works, what they risks associated are, and how to stay as secure as 
possible while using them. We are teaching them how to use their mobile devices 
and computers securely. How to visit sites that are usually hard to access from 
Nigeria, how to wipe their browsing history after they visit those sites, how to avoid 
being picked up from those websites by police and other non-state actors, what they 
can and cannot do to protect themselves while online. 

Project Management 

Describe how the project will be managed and operated, define roles and 
responsibilities of proposed key staff, and attach their resumes/CVs to this 

application (up to 300 words). 

 



 

 

Grant Milestones 

Periodic grant payments will be made with the grantee reaches identified 

milestones. Milestones should be concrete, measurable, and sequential. Please 
propose between 3 and 5 milestones for your requested grant. (up to 2 pages) 

Proposed 

Milestone #1 

 

Proposed 

Milestone #2 

 

Proposed 

Milestone #3 

 

Proposed 

Milestone #4 

 

Proposed 

Milestone #5 

 

Project Monitoring and Evaluation 

Describe how project implementation will be monitored and evaluated. Who will be 

responsible for monitoring progress of planned vs. actual results? (up to 300 words) 

 

 

Project Finances & Administration 

Attach a detailed line-item budget to this application. Click here to download the 
required template. The budget should be accompanied by budget notes explaining 
all costs. An acceptable budget will have all costs broken out by unit costs and 
should clearly show the number of units used for each line item. Each line item 
should identify the type of cost, e.g., labor units, units of materials and/or 
equipment, travel, transportation, communications, etc. The budget notes will 
describe how the applicant arrived at each unit cost and the number of units for 
each line item. 

Project Sustainability and Impact 

Provide details of short- and long-term impacts as well as the steps taken by your 
organization to ensure project’s lasting effects. Indicate if and how the organization 
will conduct fund raising for additional funds during the grant period and beyond to 

continue its work. (up to 1 page) 

https://iscproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/isc_project_tech_grants_rfa_18_4_budget_template.xlsx


 

 

 

Before signing this document, verify that all of the information you have 
provided is correct. For your convenience, here is a list of requested 
attachments: 

 

 Detailed budget & budget notes (required) 

 Resumes/CVs of key staff (required) 

 
By signing below, I certify that all of the above information is correct to the best 

of my knowledge, and that I am legally authorized to sign on behalf of the 

applicant. 

 

Applicant 

 

Signature 

 

Date  

 
 


